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From the Theophilanthropist. 


LETTERS ON BVIL. 
By Soame Jenyns. 
ON NATURAL EVILS. 
LETTER IV. 
(Continued from page 235.) 

Tne human mind can comprehend but a 
very small part of the great and astonishing 
whole ; for any thing we know, the sufferings 
{and perhaps the crimes producing those suffer- 
ings) of the inhabitants of this terrestrial globe 
may some way or other affect those of the most 
distant planet, and the whole animal world may 
be connected by some principle as general as 
that of attraction in the corporeal, and so the 
miseries of particular beings be some way nec- 
essary to the happiness of the whole. How 
these things operate is indeed to us quite in- 
conceivable ; but that they do operate in some 
such extensive manner, is far, I think, from 
improbable. 

All ages and nations seem to have had con- 
fused notions of the merits of sufferings ab- 
stracted from their tendency to any visible 
good, and have paid the highest honors to 
those who have voluntarily endnred them, as 
to their common benefactors. Many in christ- 
ian countries have formerly been sainted for 
long fasting, for whipping or tormenting them- 
selves, for setting whole years in uneasy pos- 
tures, or exposing themselves.to the inclemen- 
cy of the weather on the tops of pillars. Many 
at this day in the East are almost deified for 
loading themselves with heavy chains, bending 
under burthens, or confining themselves in 
chairs stuck round with pointed nails. Now, 
if these notions are not totally devoid of all 
reason and common sense, they can be found- 
ed on no other principle than this, of the ne- 
cessity of pain to produce happiness, which 
seems another weighty instance of the proba- 
bility of this ancient and universal opinion, 
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though the reasons for it are forgot or un- 
known, and the practices derived from it big 
with the most absurd and ridiculous supersti- 
tions. 

One cause, I think, from which many of our 
severest sufferings may be derived, may be dis- 
covered by analogical reasoning, that is, by ass 
similating those things which are not objects of 
our understandings, to others which lie within 
their reach. Man is one link of that vast 
chain, descending by insensible degrees from 
infinite perfection to absolute nothing. As 
there are many thousands below him, so must 
there be many more above him. If we Jook 
downwards, we see innumerable species of in- 
ferior beings whose happiness and lives ete 
dependent on his will; we see him clothed 
by their spoils, and fed by their priseres and 
distruction, enslaving some, torinenting others, 
and murdering millions for his luxury or diver- 
sion ; is it not therefore analogous and highly 
probable, that the happiness and life of man 
should be equally dependent on the wills of 
his superiors? As we receive great part of our 
pleasures, and @ven subsistence, from the suf- 
ferings and deaths of lower animals, may not 
these superior beings do the same from ours, 
and that by ways as far above the reach of the 
most exalted human understandings, as the 
means by which we receive our benefits are a- 
bove the capacities of the meanest creatures 
destined for our service? The fundamental er- 
ror in all our reasonings on this subject, is that 
of placing ourselves wrong in that presumptuous 
climax of Beast, Man, and God; from w ence, 
as we suppose falsely, that there is nothing a- 
bove us except the Supreme Being, we foolish- 
ly conclude that all the evils we labor un- 
der must be derived immediately from his 
omnipotent hand: whereas there may be num- 
berless intermediate beings, who have power 
deceive, torment, or destroy us, for the end 
only of their own pleasure or utility, who may 
be vested with the same privileges over their 
inferiors, and as much benefited by the use of 
them, as ourselves. In what manner these 
benefits accrue to them, it is impossible for us 
to conceive ; but that impossibility lessens not 
the probablity of this conjecture, which by a- 
nalogy is so strongly confirmed. 

_ Should you, Sir, have been lately employed 
ot sags any: of those sublime authors, who, 
rom pri ignorance, delight to puff up the 
dignity of human nature, the or ad- 
vanced may appear to you absurd and incredi- 





ble, because inconsistent with that imaginary 
dignity ; and you may object, that it is impor 
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sible that God should suffer innocence to be | firms the belicf of their existence, bat of their 
thus afflicted, and reason thus deceived ; that | tempting, deceiving, and tormenting mankind ; 
though he may permit animals made solely for | and the whole system of christianity is erected 
the use of man to be thus abused for his con-| entirely on this foundation. 

venience or recreation ; yet that man himself,/ Thus, Sir, you see the good order of the 
the sole possessor of reason, the lord of this! whole, and the happiness it receives from a 
terrestrial globe, his own ambassador, viceger- | proper subordination, wil sufficiently account 
ent, and similitude, should be thus dependent | for the sufferings of individuals ; and all such 
on the will of others, must be utterly inconsis~ | should be considered but as the necessary tax- 
tent with the divine wisdom and justice. But|es which every member of this great republic 
pray, Sir, what does all this prove, but the im-| of the universe is obliged to pay towards the 
portance of a man to himself? Is not the jus-! support of the community. It is no deroga- 
tice of God as much concerned to preserve the | tion from the divine goodness that these taxes 
happiness of the meanest insect which he has/ are not always imposed equally in the present 
called into being, as of the greatest man that | state of things ; because, as every individual is 
ever lived? Are not all creatures we see made | but a part of the great whole, so is the present 
subservient to each other’s uses? And what is | state but a part of a long, or perhaps an etere 
there in man that he should only be exempied | nal succession of others; and, like a single 
from this common fate of all created beings? | day in the natural life, has reference to many 
The superiority of man to that of other terres- | more, both past and to come. It is but as a 
trial animals is as inconsiderable, in proportion | page in a voluminous account, from which no 
to the immense plan of universal existence, as | judgment can be formed on the state of the 
the difference of climate between the north and | whole ; but of this we may be assured, that 
south end of the paper 1 now write upon, with | the ballance will some time or other be settled 
regard to the heat and distance of the sun.— | with justice and impartiality. The certainty, 
There is nothing leads us into so many errors | therefore, of a future state, in which we, and 





concerning the works and designs of Provi-| indeed all creatures endued with sensation, 
dence, as that foolish vanity that can persuade | shall somehow or other exist,seems (if all our 
such insignificant creatures that all things were | notions of justice are not erroneous) as de- 
made for their service ; from whence they rid-| monstrable as the justice of their creator ; for 
iculously set up utility to themselves as the | if he is just, all such creatures must have their 
standard of good, and conclude every thing to | account of happiness and misery somewhere 


be evil which appears injurious to them or their | 


purposes. As well might a nest of ants imag- | 
ine this globe of earth created only for them to 
cast up into: hillocks, and cloathed with grain 
and herbage for their sustenance ; then accuse 
their creator for permitting spades to destroy 
them, and ploughs to lay waste their habita- | 
tions; the inconvenience of which they feel, | 
but are utterly unable to comprehend their us- | 
es, as well as the relations they themselves bear | 
to superior beings. | 
It is surprising that none of those philoso- 
phers, who were drove to the supposition of 
two first causes, and many other absurdities, to 
account for the origin of evil, should not rath- 
er have chosen to impute it to the ministration 
of intermediate beings ; and when they saw the 
happiness of «ll inferior animals dependent on 
cur wills, should not have concluded, that the 
good order and well-bewmg of the universe 
might require that ours should be as dependent 
on the wills of superior beings, accountable 
like ourselves to one common lord and father 
of «ll things. This is the more wonderful, be- 
cause the existence aud influence of such be- 
ings has been an article in the creed of all _re- 
ligions that have ever appeared in the world.— 
In the beautiful system of the Pagan theology, 
their sylvan and houseliold deities, their 
pymphs,satyrs and fawns, were of this kind.— 
All the barbarous nations that have ever been, 
- discovered, have been found to believe and a- 
dore intermediate spiritual beings, both good 





ayd evil. The Jewish religiog not only con- 


adjusted with equity, and all creatures capable 
of virtue and vice must, according to their be- 
haviour,receive rewards and punishments 3 and, 
to render these punishments consistent with in- 
finite goodness, they must not only by propor- 
tioned to their crimes, but also some way nec- 
essary to universal good ; for no creatures can 
be called out of their primitive nothing by an 
all-wise and benevolent creator, to be losers by 
their existence, or to be made miserable for no 
beneficial end, even by their own misbehaviour ; 
so that all future misery, as well as present. 
must be subservient to happiness, or otherwise 
infinite power, joined with infinite goodness, 
would have prevented both vice and punish- 
ment, 

For this reason, amongst all the short sight- 
ed conjectures of man into the dispensations 
of Providence and a future state, the ancient 
doctrine of transmigration seemsthe most ra- 
tional and most consistent with his*wisdom and 
goodness; as by it all the unequal dispensa- 
tions of things so necessary in one life may be 
set right in another, and all creatures serve the 
highest and lowest, the most eligible and most 
burthensome offices’ of life, by an equitable 
kind of rotation ; by which means their rewards 
and punishments may not only be well propor- 
tioned to their behaviour, but also subservient 
towards carrying on the business of the uni- 
verse, and thus at the same time answer the 
al gy both of justice and utility, But the 

ride of man will not suffer us to treat this sub- 
ject with the seriousness it deserves ; but re- 
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jects as both impious and ridiculous every sup- 
position of itferior creatures ever arriving at 
its own imaginary dignity, allowing at the same 
time the probability of human nature being ex- 
alted to the angelic, a much wider and more 
extraordinary transition, but yet such a one as 
may probably be the natural consequence, as 
well as the reward of a virtuous life; nor is it 
less likely that our vices may debase us to the 
servile condition of inferior animals, in whose 
forms we may be severely punished for the in- 
juries we have done to mankind when amongst 
them, and be obliged in some measure to repair 
them, by performing the drudgeries tyrannical- 
ly imposed upon us for their service. 


Frow what has been said, f think it plainly 
appears that numberless evils do actually exist, 
which could not have been excluded from the 
works of infinite goodness even by infinite 
power; and from hence it may be concluded, 
that there are more which could; but that God 
has exerted all his omnipotence to introduce 
all possible happiness,and as far as the imper- 
fection of created things would permit, to ex- 

all misery, that is, all natural evil, from 
| system; whi notwithstand 
introduce itself-in many circumstances, e- 
ven in Opposition to infinite power. 

The origin of moral evil lies much deeper, 
ind I will venture to assert has never yet bees 
faihomed by the short line of human under- 
standing, That I shall be able to reach it, I 
have by no means the vanity to imagine; but, 
laying aside all preconceived opinions and sys- 
tematical prejudice, I will in my next endeavor 
io come as near itas lies in my power. 

I Must now leave that plain and easy road 
through which I have hitherto conducted you, 
and carry you through unfrequented paths, and 
ways untrodden by philosophic feet. Already, 
I think, the existence of natural evil has been 
sufficiently accounted for, without any deroga- 
tion from the powe1,# wisdom, or goodness of 
God. What next remains to be cleared up is 
the origin of moral evil; which, consistently 
with the same divine attributes, I have never 
seen accounted for by any author, ancient or 
modern, in a manner that could give tolerable 
satisfaction to a rational enquirer. Nor indeed 
can this be ever effectually performed, with- 
vut at the sdime time taking into censideration 
allthose most abstruse speculations concerning 
the nature of yirtue, free-will, fate, grace, and 
predestination, the debates of ages, and matter 
of innumerable folios, To attempt this, there- 
fore, in the compass of @ létter, would be the 
highest presumption, did fot I well know the 
clear and ready comprehension of the person 
to whom it is addressed, and also, that the 
inost difficult of these kinds of disquisitions 
are usually better explained in a few lines, than 
by a thousand pages. 

_ In order, therefore, to find out the true ori- 
cin of moral evil, it will be necessary, in the 
lirst place, to inquire into its nature and.es- 


1g, 





sence, or what it is that constitutes one action 
evil and another good. Various have becv 
the opinions of various authors on this criter- 
ion of virtue ; and this variety has rendered 
that doubtful, which must otherwise have been 
clear and manifest to the meanest capacity.— 
Some indeed have denied that there is any 
such thing, becanse different ages and nations 
have entertained different sentiments concern- 
ing it; but this is just as regsonable as to as- 
sert that there are neither Sun, Moon, nor 
Stars, because astronomers have supported dif- 
ferent systems of the motions and magnitudes 
of these celestial bodies. Some | ve placed it 
in conformity to .truth, some to the fitness of 
things, and others to the will of God. But all 
this is merely superficial ; they resolve us not 
why truth, or the fitness of things, is either 

eligible, or why God should require us to act 
in one manner rather than another. The true 

reason of which can possibly be no other than 

this, because some actions produce happiness, 
and others misery; so that all moral good and 
evil is nothing more than the production of 
natural, This alone it is that makes truth 

preferable to falsehood, this that determines 
the fitness of things, and this that induces God 

to command some actions and forbid others.— 
They who exiol the truth, beauty, and harmo- 
ny of virtue, exclusive of its consequences, 
deal but in pompous nonsense; and they who 

would persuade us that good and evil are things 

indifferent, depending wholly on the will of God 

do but confound the nature of things, as well 
as all our notions of God himself, by represent- 
ing him capable of willing contradictions ; that 

is, that we should be, and be happy, and at the 
same time that we should torment and destroy 

each uther; for injuries cannot be made bene- 
fits, pain canvot be made pleasure, and, conse- 
quently, vice cannot be made virtue by any 

power whatever. It isthe consequences there- 
fore of all human actions that must stamp their 
value. So far as the general practice of any 
action tends to produce good, and introduce 

happiness into the world, so far we may pro- 
nounce it virtuous ; so much evil as it occasions, 
such is the degree of vice it contains. I say, 
the general practice, because we must always 
remember in judging by <his rule, to apply it 
only to the general species of actions, and not 
to particular actions ; for the infinite wisdom . 
of God, desirous to set bounds to the destruc- 
tive consequenses which must otherwise have 
followed from the depravity of mankind, has 
so wonderfully contrived the nature of things, 

that our most virtuous actions may sometimes ac- 
cidentally and collaterally produce good.— 

Thus, for instance, robbery may disperse use- 

less hoards to the benefit of the public; Adul- 
tery may bring heirs, and good humor too, in- 

to many families, where they would otherwise 

have been waiting ; and murder free the world 

from tyrants and oppressors. Luxury main- 
tains its thousands, and vanity its ten thousands. 

Superstition and arbitrary power contribute to 
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the grandeur of many nations, and the liberties | tions conferred upon us by God, than merits 
of others are preserved by the perpetual con- | in us towards him; for though we may be just- 
tentions of avarice, knavery, selfishness and ly punished for injuring ourselves, we cay 
ambition: and thus the worst of vices and the | claim no reward for self-preservation ; as sui- 
worst men aré-often compelled by Providence | cide deserves punishment and infamy, but a 





to serve the most beneficial purposes, contrary | 
to their own malevolent tendencies and incli- 
nations ; and thus private vices become public 
benefits by the force only of accidental circum- 
stances, But this impeaches not the truth of 
the criterion of virtue before mentioned, the 
only solid foundation on which any true sys- 
tem of ethics can be built, the only plan, sim- 
ple, and uniform rule by which we can pass any 
judgment on our actions; but by this we may 

e enabled, not only to determine which are 
good, and which are evil, but almost mathemat- 
ically to demonstrate the proportion of virtue 
or vice which belongs to each, by comparing 
them with the degrees of happiness or misery 
which they occasion. But though the produc- 
tion of happiness is the essence of virtue, it is 
by no means the end: the great end is the pro- 
bation of mankind, or the giving them an op- 
portunity of exalting or degrading themselves 
by their behaviour in the present life.— 
And thus indced it answers two most im- 
portant purposes? those ace, the conservation 
of our happiness, and the test of our obedience ; 
for had not sucha test seemed necessary to 
Gods infinite wisdom, and productive of uni- 
versal good, he would never have permitted 
the happiness of man, even in this life, to have 
depended on so precarious a tenure, as their 
mutual good behaviour to each other. For it 
is observable, that he who best knows our for- 
mation, has trusted no one thing of inportance 
to our reason or virtue; he trusts only to onr 
appetites for the support of the individual, and 
the continuence of our species; to our vanity, 
or compassion, for our bounty to others ; and to 
our fears, for the preservation of ourselves , of- 


man deserves no reward or honors for not bes 
ing guilty of it. This I take to be the mean- 
ing of all those passages in our scriptures. in 
which works are represented to have no merit 
without faith ; that is, not without believing in 
historical facts, in creeds, and articles, but with. 
out being done in pursuance of our belief in 
God and in obedience to his commands.” And 
now having mentioned scripture, I cannot omit 
observing, that the christian is the only religious 
or moral insi/tution in the world that evétsset - 
in a right line these two material points, the €s- 
sence and the end of virtue ; that ever found- 
ed the one in the production of happiness, that 
is, in universal benevolence, or, in their lan- 
guage, charity to all men; the other, in the 
probation of man, and his obedience to the 
creator. Sublime and magnificent as was the 
philosophy of the ancients, all their moral sys. 
tems were deficient in these two important ar- 
ticles, They were all built onthe sandy foun- 
dations of the innate beauty of virtue, or en- 
thusiastic patriotism ; and their great point in 
view was the contemptable reward of human 
glory ; foundations which were by no means 
able to support the magnificent-structures which 
they erected upon them ; for the beauty of vir- 
tue, independent of its effects, is unmeaning 
nonsense : patriotism which injuries mankind 
Nin general for the sake of a particular country, 
is but a more extended selfishness, and really 
criminal ; and all human glory but a mean and 
ridiculous delusion. 


( To be Continued. ) 


Clerical Intolerance.—T here is, it appears, 
a clergyman at Auburn, in this state, who is iu 





ten to our vices for the support of government, 
and sometimes to our follies for the preserva- | 
tion of our religion. But since some test of our | 
obedience was necessary, nothing sure could | 
have been commanded for that end so fit and | 
proper, and at the same time so useful, as the | 

ractice of virtue ; nothing have been so just- 
'y rewarded with happines, as the production 
of happiness in conformity to the will of God. | 
It is then conformity alone which adds merit 
to virtue, and constitutes the essential differ- 
ence between morality and religion. Morality 
obliges men to live honestly and soberly, be- 
cause such behaviour is most conducive to 
public happiness, and consequently to their 
own; religion, to pursue the same course, be- 
cause conformable to the will of the creator.— 
Morality induces them to embrace virtue from 
prudential considerations ; religion, from those 
of gratitude and obedience. Morality, there- 
fore, entirely abstracted from religion, can 
have nothing meritorious in it; it being but 
wisdom, prudence, or good economy, which, 
like health, beauty, or riches, are rather obliga- 


his own little district, fam@ss for the plainness 


and promptness of his expressions. He dashes 
the words “ lies” and “liars” in the face of 
his opponents with exemplary franknoss. To 
this we have no special objection, because it is 
a question of manners merely. But there is an- 
other clergyman who goes further, and denoun- 
ces all the funeral ceremonies in honor of Ad- 
ams and Jefferson, because, forsooth, “ they did 
not love the Lord Jesus.” Now, if ever there 
were two men who were “amiable in their 
lives”—whose whole career was full of integri- 
ty, patriotism, charity, virtue, and religion tx 
its best sense, these were the men. And when 
a nation, a grateful nation—is pouring forth the 
oblation of its thanks, affection and prayers, o- 
ver the graves of such men, are we to be check- 
ed and insulted in the sacred duty, by the cav- 
ils and casuistries of some obscure, ignorant fa- 
natic? Heaven and common sense forbid ?— 
Weare glad to see that the editor of the Cayu- 
ga Patriot has given this declaimer a severe 
and salutary castigation.—Neah. 
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‘THE THING AS IT 18."—Job. 


JEFFERSON’S LETTER TO MAJOR 
CARTWRIGHT. 

Any thing from the pen of the illustrious states- 
inan, Thomas Jefferson, whose spirit bas but recently 
departed “ to be with God,” must be interesting to 
the inquiring mind. With political matters we de- 
sire not tointerfere, but the following extracts from 
the above mentioned letter have a direct bearing on 
the stbject of toleration, and therefore may be with 
safety published in a religious paper. We maintain 
that allen have equal righ{s in matters of conscience, 
and should have equal privileges guaranteed to them 
by the laws of our country. But that all do not en- 
joy these privileges is evident. Universalists, be- 
cause they are persuaded that the devil is a nonenti. 
‘ty, and an endless hell of brimstone a bug-bear, are 
deprived, in some cases, of the privilege of giving 
their testimony in a court of justice! The ground on 
which they have been debarred this privilege is this ; 
Christianity is said to be part of the common law. 
But blind bigotry has not discovered the fact that we 
place the utmost confidence in the christian scriptures 
and appeal to them in support of all our opinions. 
And * judicial blindness” has not always been able 
to discriminate between christianity and the dogmas 
of orthodoxy! Now if the reader will examine this 
subject it will he fouad that some of our courts,taking 
it for granted that christianity is a part of the com- 
mon law, and that orthodory is christianity, have 
made a serious blunder ! By so doing, they have, as 
with the besom of destruction, abrogated the rights 
of all but the orthodox, and put in the back ground 
all but believers in the five points or the thirty nine 
articles of the Church of England! Perbaps we go 
too fast ;—they have not deprived all_ others of their 
rights. For those who are hypccritical enough to 
pretend to believe orthodoxy—whether they do be- 
lieve it or not—are welcomed to a participation in all 
the benefits enjoyed by the faithful | Thus the honest 
deist, the universalist, and some others, who scorn to 
practice deception or hypocrisy, are put down for 
being honest; while the pretender is caressed and 
rendered honoratile by the sanction of the court. 
But what will be said by some of our profound judges 
and lawyers when they learn from the immortal Jef 
Jerson that the Bible itself was rendered a part of 
the common law of England by a literary blunder, 
and adopted as such by 4s, through ignorance ! We 
are not versed in the law—and we admire the Bible. 
as well as christianity !—But we hope never to see 
law and gospel, church and state, hypocrisy and hon- 
esty identified in this land of liberty. 

Ed. Gos. Adv. 
FROM THE BOSTON COURIER. 








Mr. Jefferson—Among some late English | and 


publications, received here a few days since, 
isa “ Life and Correspondence of Major Gart- 





wright,” in which we find the following letter 
from the late Mr. Jefferson. As every thing 
coming from the pen of that distinguished phi- 
losopher, statesman and patriot, is now read 
with avidity, we have thought that this weuld 
be acceptable to our readers. It appears from 
the book that Major Cartwright fied sent to 
Mr. Jefferson a copy of his “ English Consti- 
tution,” and that the letter here given was sent 
as an acknowledgment of the courtesy. 
Monticello, in Virginia, June 5, 1824. 

Dear and Venerable Sir—1 am much indebt 
ed for your kind letter of Feb. 29, and for your 
valnable volume on the English constitution. 
I have read this with pleasure and much ap- 
probation sand I think it has deduced the con- 
stitution inherited by the English nation, from 
its rightful root, the Anglo Saxon. 

“ It has ever appeared to me, that the differ- 
ence between the whig and the tory of England 
is, that the whig deduces his rights from the An- 
glo-Saxon source, the tory, from the Norman ; 
and Hume, the great apostle of toryism, says, in 
so many words, (note aa to chap. 42) that in the 
reigns of the Stuarts, it was the people who en- 
croached upon the sovereign who attempted as 
is pretended to usurp upon the people; this 
supposes the Norman usurpations to be rights 
in his successors ; and again, (c. 59) “the com- 
mons established a principle which is noble in 

itself, and scems specious, but is belied by all 

history and experience, that the people are the 
origin of all JUST power! And where else 
will this degenerate son of science, this traitor 
to his fellow men, find the origin of sust power, 
if not in the majority of the Society? Will it 
be inthe minority, or in an individual of that 
minority % 

“ You will perceive by these details, that we 
have not so far perfected our constitutions as 
to venture to make them unchangeable—but 
still, in their present state we consider them not 
otherwise changeable, than by the immediate 
authority of the people, or a special election 
of representatives for that purpose expressly. 
They are till then the lexlegum. 

“But can they be made unchangeable? Can 
one generation bind another, and all others in 
succession.forever? I think not. The Creator 
hath made the earth for the living, not the 
dead, Rights and powers can only belong to 
persons, not to things ; not to mere matter up- 
endowed with will—the dead are not even things. 
The particles of matter which composed their 
bodies make part now of the bodies of animals, 
vegetables, or minerals of a thousand forms. 
To what then are attached the rights and pow- 
ers they hold while in the form of man? A 
generation may bind itself as long as its major- 
ity continues in life. When that has disappear- 
ed, another majority is in place, holds all the 
rights and powers their predecessors once held, 
may change their laws, and institutions te 
suit themselves ; nothing then is unchangeable 
but the inherent and unalienable rights of man. 
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“T was glad to find in your book a formal 
contradiction, at length, of the judiciary usurpa- 
tion of legislative powers ; for such the judges 
have usurped, in their repeated decisions that 
Christianity is a part of the common law.— 
The proof of the contrary which is adduced is 
incontrovertible, to wit, that the common law 
existed while the Anglo Saxons were yet Pa- 
gans ; at atime when they had never yet heard 
the name of Christ pronounced, or knew that 
such a. character had existed. But it may a- 
muse you to shew when and by what means 
they stole this law in upon us, In a case 
quare impedit, in the yearbook, 34 H. 6, fo, 
38, (1455,) a question was made, how far the 
ecclesiastical Jaw was to be respected in a com- 
mon law court? And Prisot, c. 5, gives his o- 
pinion in these words— A tiel lies que ils de 
seint eglise ont en ancien scripture, coveinta 
nous a donner credence; car ceo common 
ley sur quels touts manners leis sout fondes ; 
et auxy, sir, nous sumus obliges de conustre 
leur ley de saint eglise ; et semblablement ils 
sont obliges de conustre nostre-ley ; et, sir, si 
poit apperer a nous que l’evesque ad fait come 
un ordinary fera en tiel cas, adong, nous de 
vons ceo adjuger bon, ou autermeat nemy, 
&c. See 8, C. Fitzh. Abr. qu. imp. 89, Bro. 
Abr. qu. imp. 12. Finch in his first book, c. 
3, is the first afterwards who quotes this case, 
and misstates it thus—‘ To such laws of the 
Church as have warrant in holy scripture, our 
law gives credence,’ and cites Prisot, mistrans- 





lating ‘ ancient scripture,’ into ‘ holy scripture,’ 
where as Prisot palpably says ‘ to such laws as 
those of holy church have an antient writing, 


itis proper for us to give credence 3 to wit, to 
their ancient written laws. ‘This was in 1613, 
a century and a half after the dictum of Prisot. 
Wingate, in 1658 erects this false translatioo 
into a maxim of the common law, copying the 
words of Finch, but citing Prisot. Wingtan 
max, 3, and Sheppard tit.—’ Religion,’ in 
1675, copies the same mistranslation, quot- 
ing the N. B. Finch and Wingate. Hale 
expresses it in these words, ‘ Christianity is 
parcel of the laws of England, 1 Ventr. 
293, 3 Keb. 607, but quotes no authority, By 
these echoings and re-echoings from one toan- 
other, it had become so established in 1728, 
that in the case of the King vs. Woolston, 2 
Stra. 834, the court would not suffer it to be 
debated whether to write against Christianity 
was punishable in the temporal courts at com- 
inon law! Wood therefore, 400, ventures still 
to vary the phrase and says, ‘ that all blasphe- 
my and profaneness are offences by the com- 
mon law,’ and cites 2 Stra.; then Blackstone, 
in 1763. iv. 59, repeats the words of Hale, that 
‘ Christianity is part of the common law of 
England,’ citing Ventis and Strange; and fi- 
nally Lord Marsfield, with a little qualification, 
in Evan’s case in 1767, says, ‘ that the essen- 
tial principles of revealed religion are parts of 
the common law,’ thus engulphing Bible, Tes- 
tament and all, into the common law, with. 
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out citing any authority. And thas far we find 
this chain of authorities hanging link by link 
one upon another, and all ultimately upon one 
and the same hook, and that a mistranslation 
of the words ¢ ancient scripture’ used by Prisot, 
Finch quotes, Prisot, Wingate does the same; 
Sheppard quotes Prisot, Finch and Winsgate ; 
Hale cites nobody ; the court, in Woolsion’s 
case, cites Hale; Wood cites Woolston’ 
case ; Blackstone quotes Woolston’s case and 
Hale; and Lord Mansfield, like Hale, ventures 
it on his own authority. Here I might defy, 
the best read lawyer to produce another script 
of authority for this judiciary forgery ; and | 
might go on farther to shew how some of the © 
Anglo Saxon priests interloped into the text of © 
Alfred’s laws, the 20th, 21st, 22d, and 23d chap. 
ters of Fxodus, and the 15th of the Acts Of the 
Apostles, from the 23d to the 29th verses,— 
But this would lead my pen and your pa- 
tience too far. What aconspiracy this be- 
tween Church and State!!! 

Your age of cighty four, and mine of eighty 
one years, ensure us a speedy meeting.— 
We may then commune at leisure, and more 
fully, on the good and evil, which in the course 
of our long lives, we have both witnessed; 
and in the mean time, | pray you to accept as- 
surances of my high veneration and esteem fo1 
your person and character. 


THOMAS JEFFERSON. 
THE CONVENTION—a«eGarn. 

We learn from the Candid Examiner that, “ ata 
numerous and respectable meeting of Universalist 
ministers assembled in convocation at Clinton, July 
19, 1826—to adopt means of supporting the Univer- 
salist convention of N. Y.” in their laudable efforts 
to promote good order and discipline among the s:ci- 
eties in fellowship with said convention ;—it was re- 
solved, 

“ That, Whereas the Western Association 
of this state at their annual session, declined 
to send delegates to the above convenuon, 
We the Ministers comprising this convocation, 
do thereforé recommend to the different socie- 
ties residing in the counties of Herkimer, Otse- 
go and Montgomery, and such other societies as 
may deem proper, to meet at Eaton’s Bush, 
Herkimer co. on the second Wednesday of 
October next, and organize a new association 
to be in fellowship with said convention ; and 
we also hereby recommend to the different as- 
sociations which may hold their annual meet- 
ing before the ensuing anniversary of the Con- 
vention, to appoint delegates to attend its next 
session at Utica.” 

Our brother of the Examiner goes on to say that 
“‘ the expediency of sustaining the convention, is ar- 
gued from several considerations: The circumstap- 
ces of the order require it,” &c. Now we desire to 
know what peculiar circumstanees require that a 
convention should be sustaived, which is to be com- 
posed of “ five ministers from each association in 
fellowship.” We hesitate not to say that circum: 
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stances require more union, more zeal, and more 
correct discipline ; but we are ata loss to determine 
how it has been rendered wecessary to have a con- 
vention composed of ministers exclusively. Are we 


to be told that none but ministers possess intelligence 
and virtue—(hat nothiag short of a convention of 
Ministers can deliver our societies from their pollu- 
tion ? We desire to be distinctly understood as say- 
ing nothing against improvements in morals,discipline 
or order ; but we cannot conjecture bow it bas be- 
come impossible for the respective associations to 


govern themselves : 

We are told of the necessity of order among us, 
and we never have denied the necessity of it; we 
are told thaf*discipjine is conducive to prosperity, 
and we say amen to it; but are we to believe that 
order consists in the hasty withdrawing of a minority 
from an association, or in establishing a new body, 
on the ruins of the old ? Or must we believe that cor. 
rect and gospel discipline cannot be bad from any oth. 
er source than a convention of ministers ? Wedo not 
distrust the integrity of our brethern who have taken 
ihe above steps, nor would we attempt to impeach 
their wisdom in the least. They hare doubtless 
acted up to the dictates of their consciences and froin 
the purest motives. But it really appears to us that 
they are mistaken, and are doing that which will not 
secure the object in view If we rightly under- 
stand this subject they are in favor of a mode of go- 
veroment which has been tried by the Methodists, 
and which they are now disposed, many of them, to 
discard entirely. -A Congregational mode of go- 
vernment is certainly better adapted te our condi- 
tion and views thap any other, and we should prefer 
tv have it adopted by our associations. By so doing 
we should avoid many evils which might be produc- 
ed by the system proposed, and run no risk of bring- 
ing upon ourselves the inconveniences that might re. 
sult from the proposed convention. 

Much might be said on this subjavt, but it should 
be left to those most deeply interested in the event, 
viz. the different asscciations. If our brethren 
think it expedient to have aconvention composed of 
ministers exclusively, they can, without doubt, be 
gratified ; butif we are not mistaken the Genesee 
Association will dissent from the opinion expressed in 
the Examiner. But be that as it may, we hope each 
society will be faithfully repres@nted at our next 
meeting, and the ministering brethren and delegates 
prepared to act with prudence and decision. 

F Would it vot be well for each society to ex. 
press their views of this subject, by a vote, at their 
respeotive meetings to appoint delegates ? 


WHAT IS SIN? 
REPLY. 
(Continued from page 237.) 

Having seen from the foregoing remarks, that all 
human iaws may be imperfect, and that many of them 
are imperfect ; and also, that although it may be in- 
expedient, yet it is not always sinful to violate a bad or 
imperfect law ; we are now to conaider the law of God 





and the guilt incurred by violating its 1equirements 

The law of God is thus explained by our Saviour 
“Thou shalt love the Lord God with all thy heart, and 
witb all thy soul, and with all thy mind”—and— 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself;—On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.” See Matt. xxii. 37—Mark xij. 36—~ 
Luke x. 27. Of this law it may be said, 

1. Itis reasonable It presupposes that there is 
something in God which, of itself, is lovely. His 
character, his attrioutes, his works—and above all, 
this purposes of grace, and his love towards sinners 
are of themselves so amiable, so holy, so admirable, 
and so superlatively glorious, that the command te 
jove him is reasonable and just. It is no Jess rcas- 
onable that we should be required to love our neigh- 
bor. For we are placed hrere on earth to be depen- 
danton each other as weil as upon God; and to love 
one another is but laying np for yourselves a treasure 
againsta time of need. Loving our peighbor cun- 
sists in doing good to him; and it is right and prope? 
that we should be commanded to do good to all men, ° 
especially to those who are of the household of faith, 

2. This law of Godis universally applicable to the 
varied conditions of all nations, kindreds, and tongues 
under heaven. It is right in America to love God 


| and our neighbor—it is right in Europe—it is right in 


Africa--it is right in Asia—it is right every, where! 
It is not a mere arbitrary rule laid down for the ben- 
efit of any one class of men; but it is for the benefit 
ofall. It is as precious in one couniry as it is in an- 
other, aad will remain so, for, 

3. Itisimmutable. It never has, nor ever will be 
repealed or amended. No leg:siative body can dis- 
annulit, no tyrant can make it void, and no demon 
can destroy one jot or tittle of it till all its require. 
ments are fulfilled, for, 

4. It is perfect.—* The law of the Lord is perfect 
converting the sou! ;” and although it may be violat- 
ed for a season, yet its righteousness will be vindicated 
by that God who will by no means clear the guilty, 
and the object in view with its Framer be accom- 
plished by causing the inhabitants of another world 
to love the Holy One of Israel and their fellow be- 
ings as they do themselves. 

Ifnow we uudertake to define the duty of loving 
our neighbors, it will be found to consist ip doing as 
we would wish to be done by in exchange of circum. 
stances. This will constitute an infallible criterion 
by which to determine what is sin, Itisa kind of 
touch stone which will analize oug actions and ex|,j 
bit the guilt or innocence of our conduct in life so 
that we may sce ourselves as in a glass, and eilher 
admire orabhor the works of ourhands. Hence, if 
we are tempted to injure the character, person, or 
property of another, let the question be put to the 
conscience, is this doing as we would be done by? 
The answer will either condetan or justify the deed 
contemplated, and happy indeed is the man who 
lives up to the golden rule. We leare it for the 
reader to determine the course to be pursued, having 
answered the question “ What is sin,” by saying i: 
consists in hating God, and practica'ly refusing ¢ 
love our neighbors. 
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INQUISITION, in the church of Rome, a 
tribunal, in several Roman catholic countries, 
erected by the popes for examination and pun- 
ishment of heretics. This court was founded 
in the twelfth century, under the patronage of 





pope Innocent, who issued out orders to, excite | 


the Catholic princes and people to extirpate 
heretics, to search into their number aud qual- 
ity, and to transmit a faithful account thereof 
to Rome. Herce they were called inquisitors, 


and gave birth to this formidable tribunal, call- | 


ed the inquisition. That nothing might be 
wanting to render this spiritual court formida- 
ble and tremendous, the Roman _pontiffs per- 
suaded the European princes, and more espe- 
cially the emperor Frederick II. and Lewis 
FX. king of France, not only to enact the most 
barbarous laws against heretics, and to com- 
mit to the flames, by the ministry of public 
justice, those who were pronounced such by 
the inquisitors, but also to maintain the inquisi- 
itors in their office, and grant them their pro- 
lection in the most open and solemn manner. 
The edicts to this purpose issued out by Fred- 
erick IJ. are well known ; edicts sufficient to 
have excited the greatest horror, and which 
rendered the most illustrious piety and virtue 
incapable of saving from the cruelest death 
such as had the misfortune to be disagreeable 
to the inquisitors. These abominable laws 


were not, however, sufficient to restrain the 
just indignation of the people against those 


inhuman judges, whose barbarity was accom- 
panied with superstition and arrogance, with a 
spirit of suspicion and perfidy; nay, even 
with termerity and imprudence. Accordingly 
they were insulted by the multitude in many 
places, were driven in an ignominious manner 
out of some cities, and were put to death in 
others; and Conrod of Marpurg, the first 
German inqusitor who derived his commission 
from Gregory 1X. was one of the many vic- 
tims that were sacrificed on this occasion to 
the vengence of the public, which his incredi- 
ble barbarities had raised to a dreadful degree 
of vehemence and fury. 

This diabolical tribunal takes cognizance of 
heresy : Judaism, Mahometanism, sodomy, and 
polygamy; andthe people stand in so much 
fear of it that parents deliver up their children, 
husbands their wives, and masters their ser- 
vants, to its officers, without daring in the least 
tomurmur. The prisoners are kept fora long 
time, till they themselves turn their own ac- 
cusers, and declare the cause of their imprison- 
ment, for which they are neither told their 
crime nor copfronted with witnesses. As soon 
as they are imprisoned their friends go into 
mourning, and speak of them as dead, not dar- 
ing to solicit their pardon, least they should be 
brought in as accomplices. When there is no 
shadow of proof against the pretended crimi- 
nal, he is discharged, after suffering the most 
cruel tortures, a tedieus and dreadful imprison- 





ment, and the loss of the greatest part of his 
effects. The sentence against prisoners is pro- 
nounced publicly, and with exiraordinary go. 
lemnity. In Portugal they erect a theatre Cas 
pable of holding three thousand persons, in 


which they place a rich altar, and raise seats 


on each side, in the form of an amphitheatre, 
There the prisoners are placed, and over 9. 
gainst them is a high chair, whither they are 
called one by one to hear their doom from ope 
of their inquisitors. These unhappy persons 
know what they have to suffer by clothes they 
wear that day : those who appear in their ows 
clothes are discharged on paying a fine ; those 
who have a sanio benito, or strait yellow coat 


without sleeves, charged with St. Andrew’ 4 
cross, have their lives, but forfeit all their ef” 


fects ; those who have the resemblance of 
flames made of red serge sewed upon their 
santo benito, without any cross are pardoned, but 
threatened to be burnt if ever they relapse ; but 
those who, besides those flames, have on their 
santo benito their own picture surrounded with 
devils, are condemned to expire in the flames, 
The inquisitors, who are ecclesiastics, do not 
pronounce the sentence of death, but form and 
read an act, in which they say, that the crimi- 
nal, being convicted of such a crime, by his 
own confession, is with much reluctance, de 
livered to the secular power, to be punished 
according tohis demerits: and this writing 
they give to the seven judges, who attend the 
right side of the altar, and immediately pass 
sentence.—Buck’s Theological Dictionary. 


As no roads are so are so rough as those that 
heen just mended, so no sinners are so intoler 
ant as those that have just turned saints. Lacox 


NOTICE. 

Tue Genesee Association or Univer 
saLists will hold its anuual meeting on the 
Last WepNEsDAY AND Taurspay of Sep- 
tember next, at West Mendon, Monroe coun 


ty, N. Y. 


NOTICE. 

Our Brethren of the Abrahamic Faith are 
informed, that the Cuaurauque AssocrATION 
of Universalists will be held, for the first time, 
at the village of Jamestown, county of Chav 
tauque, on the first Wednesday and Thursday 
in September next. The societies are request- 
ed to meet and appoint their Delegates to re- 
present them at the Association. 

The ministering Brethren from the east and 
west are affectionately and most arderftly in- 
treated to attend. Brothers, Everett, Sampson, 
Gross, Knap, Roberts, Rees, and Flagler ar¢ 
among those who are expected from the east} 
and we hope these Brethren will not disappoint 
our expectations. It is also hoped that others 
will accompany them, and that some will at- 
tend from Ohio. 
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